AMATEUR THEATRICALS

Tournehem. Pensions were given away prodigally, there were
enormous rewards for the smallest services; a million alone
had been spent on the return of Madame Victoire from school
at Fontevrault. The imaginations of the overburdened tax-
payers ran riot. The whispers grew into loud murmurs when
it was heard that, because the present stage in the long gallery
was too small, a new theatre designed by Gabriel was being
built. This was inaugurated in November 1748, and the first
performance took place in February of the following year.

But matters had not always gone so smoothly for Pompa-
dour, What trouble she had had with Richelieu! She could not
exclude him from her supper parties, for Louis adored his wit;
and once there, he exasperated her with his wounding famili-
arities, his slighting tone which made her feel like an upstart
cocotte. He did everything in his power to annoy her; once,
when she was ill, he even danced all night above her head. She
felt that this libertine peered with knowing eye into all the
privacies of her relationship with Louis, and she revenged her-
self by making him appear ridiculous in the amatory triumphs
of which he bragged. There was the ignominious occasion
when he had been obliged to hide up a turning chimney from
an irate husband: Pompadour ordered a model of the same
chimney to be made, and exhibited it in her rooms so that all
the Court could laugh at him.

Richelieu got his own back; for all the theatre properties
were under his jurisdiction. How infuriated she must have
been that day when the stage manager. Monsieur de La Val-
liere, rushed in at dress rehearsal and said that Richelieu had
issued orders that no chandeliers, jewellery, etc., were to leave
the storehouse of the Menus Plazsirs, and that no workman or
musician was to be employed without his written permission.
He also complained that Monsieur de Richelieu had made
horns at him and said: 'Vous etes une bete/ Pompadour